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REPRODUCTION EDUCATION 


The Clara Elizabeth Fund for Maternal Health 


Surprising, satisfying are the two words describe the 
acceptance new approach sex education. The re- 
quest for this teaching service began years ago by- 
product educational program for expectant 
More than sixteen thousand elementary school age chil- 
dren and their parents have attended these groups since 
began keeping attendance records 1948; 2,972 did 
last year, the graph indicates. 

For several reasons the staff the Clara Elizabeth Fund 
for Maternal Health prefer call what “Reproduc- 
tion Education.” The chief reason that the lesson focuses 
attitudes and the birth story rather than just sex in- 
formation. The Parent-Child Reproduction Education Les- 
son unique because: 


Parents and children have happy time together 
class; balance, beauty and good humor characterize 
the informal question-filled period. 

Children must accompanied least one parent 
parent substitute. 

The Dickinson-Belskie Birth Series Models provide the 
principle visual aid. 

Increase numbers the result slowly develop- 
ing chain reaction. 

Many the parents who bring their children are “satis- 
fied customers,” that is, they are former participants the 
expectant parent classes. Some have taken part other 
family life education activities sponsored the Fund. 
Those who have attended with older child want the 
same experience for younger children, they come again. 
program promote the lesson has ever been developed 
through radio, television, newspapers, nor has such 
promotion been needed. 

might make better story say that this educational 
service for parents and children was originally part 
carefully calculated plan. Such not the case. Like many 
other services which the Clara Elizabeth Fund for Maternal 
Health provides for families Flint, Michigan, this one 
has grown because parents requested help explaining 
the human reproductive process their children. They 
asked for assistance sex education. Parents want 
better teaching all ways for their children than their 


Director. 
See the author’s article, Generation Prepared Parents,” 
The Coordinator, (1, September, 1958), pp. 3-9. 
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own fathers and mothers could for them. has been 
the aim the Clara Elizabeth Fund for Maternal Health 
help these parents help improve themselves teachers. 
Part the above statement might seem imply that 
the Fund’s program planning has been chance, hap- 
hazard affair. Such definitely not the case. over- 
simplified statement our philosophy can summarized 
this manner: 
believe the developmental task concept for 
all children meet their tasks, parents 
find imperative meet reciprocal tasks. “The recipro- 


cal” task should receive much more attention that has 
been given. 


Parents can and express themselves about the 
help they need for the education their children. Edu- 
cators, especially family life educators, should listen 
parents and meet their requests. Another way saying 
this is: all professionals should put more faith people 
and plan with them, not for them. 


Use the teachable moments peoples’ lives for edu- 
cational efforts whether children adults. 

The child from six twelve years age meeting what 
for him are gigantic developmental tasks. For his sake, 
parents had better adjust during this period. For both, 
the areas sex and reproduction education are highly sig- 
nificant teachable moments. 

course, addition aiding parents meet what they 
believe parent responsibility their children the lesson 
helps them personally. Many parents are eager learn 
more about reproduction and sex. Here are two illustra- 
tions: 


was pleased with the talk,” wrote one mother, “in 
fact, learned had cleared lot things that were 
vague mind.” 

“As mother, learned something from every one 
your classes that attended.” 


The objectives set for ourselves Clara Elizabeth 
were first formulated about 1945. Since that time has 
been our intention put the following six aims printed 
letter form into the hands each parent who brings 
child for the lesson. 


See the following for explanation the developmental task 
concept: Robert Havighurst, Human Development and Education, 
New York: Longman, Green and Company, 1953, and Evelyn 
Duvall, Family Development, New York: Lippincott, 1957. 
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Parent-Child 


647 


1941 


CLARA FUND for MATERNAL 


MICHIGAN 


Momentum for the growth shown here entirely due word-of-mouth promotion satisfied parents. publicity given 
the lesson. Recent rapid attendance increase apparently due parents who were Expectant Parent Classes years 


ago, who are now bringing the children who were babies then. 


The objectives are: 

give children, with the aid the Dickinson Models, 
idea the wonder and beauty the story life. 

strengthen the bond between parents and children 
shared experience the meaning motherhood 
and fatherhood. 

make easier for parents and children discuss 
freely and easily with each other the facts repro- 
duction. 

help parents and children learn suitable words 
that reproduction may discussed more naturally. 

help children develop wholesome attitudes about 
reproduction. 

misinformation the child may have obtained 
from others. 


accomplish our goals? The best answer will 
quote directly from statements children parents have 
written and sent us. 

Referring the first aim, mother reported her son 
said: 


“It was worth it. sure answered all the questions 
had about having baby. Next time would like Dad 
come along, too.” 


The second goal strengthen the bond between par- 
ents and children shared experience the meaning 
motherhood and fatherhood. girl’s mother said: 


“Before went bed, she explained the lesson her 
Dad. Always before she had been quite shy even dis- 
cuss with the things she needed and wanted know; 
and turn, had always put the three sort’a 
limb. Now have union between that subject the 
way have other subjects that come the family, 
thanks your class.” 


think was very wonderful experience for mother 
and daughter share.” 


easier for parents and children discuss freely and 
easily with each other the facts reproduction? mother 
replied: 

hard for some explain way they under- 
stand what are trying say. This lesson not only ex- 
plains very thoroughly but gives chance learn also. 


puts better parent-child relationship without 
lot emotional stress either parent child’s part.” 


Another parent added: 


“They discussed what you said quite freely home. 
certainly has made easier for answer questions 
way they will understand. You’ve made job much 
easier and very beautifully told story.” 


Still another mother apparently found suitable words 
the fourth objective for comfortable, natural discussion. 


She said: 


“Tt was great help. Paula and have already been able 
talk about things which didn’t think could.” 


And the mother one boy wrote us: 


“He enjoyed very much and was able discuss the 
growth and birth his baby sister with through the 
use the ‘suitable words’ learned his lesson.” 


Comments about wholesome attitudes, the fifth objective, 
come like this: 


“The lesson was very fine, knew would be. You 
see husband and attended Men’s Forum and Mother- 
craft classes.” 

“My daughter was very thrilled about the lesson and 
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asked many questions concerning menstruation after 
left. She has always been very eager grow up—perhaps 
because she has older sister.” 


And what about “clearing misinformation?” One 
father reports his boy saying: 


knew all that stuff, but not the way she said it,’ 
our says the father, “that clears lot 
things.” 


summarize this point, have indicated that 
give this hour hour and half lesson aid parents 
with the developmental task sex education for their chil- 
dren, have indicated and illustrated six clearly defined ob- 
jectives, and by-product, have given parents assistance 
this area for themselves. This activity part total 
family life cycle philosophy providing educational services 
teachable moments the lives individuals mem- 
bers families. 


Answers these questions are now order: 


Why reproduction rather than sex education? 
What done and how? 
Who teaches it? 


order indicate its various meanings, the Greeks 
had three words for the English equivalent “love.” Sex 
needs least three definitions convey what may 
mean it. 


its broadest sense, sex almost all life, man, 
woman, boy, girl, art, music, even advertising! 


When child pops question, “sex” means the par- 
ent the interpersonal relationship involved human 
mating. 


apply the male and female reproductive sys- 
tems, ovulation, fertilization, implantation, embryo- 
logical and fetal development, and birth. 

little word can certainly lead confusion and emo- 
tional tension not convey the meaning intend 
our audience. 

Our experience with most normal children shows that 
their earliest questions are about origin, not coitus. “How 
did get here?” “How big was when started?” “Where 
does the egg come from?” “How did get food?” “How 
did get out?” “Why are there twins?”, and the 
questions. 

Parents with both happy and unhappy emotional re- 
sponses about their sex relationships read their adult ex- 
periences into questions chlidren and frequently fail 
realize the early developmental stage the questioner. 

the outset gave reason for using the term “Re- 
production Education,” the reply that wanted focus 
attitudes and the birth story rather than just sex in- 
formation. Here are two more reasons: 


What under this title more closely meets the 
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maturation level the six twelve year old than does 
sex education. 


When comes their children, parents respond posi- 
tively Reproduction, negatively because 
that means for them husband-wife relationships. 

good sense, good strategy begin where parents 
feel comfortable. another time, for parent and child ad- 
ditional information can given when both are more 
nearly ready for other developmental stages. And remem- 
ber, our program provides for those stages. 

quickly add here that parents are fearful inter- 
preting the “Father’s part” the children are not afraid 
ask such questions, nor are afraid answer. Father’s 
part does not require encyclopedic treatment when one 
ten years old. When Janet asked repeat what said 
about human mating answer her question: “How does 
the sperm from Daddy get the egg?”, repeated what 
had said and added: “It will make more sense later 
when you are older.” had answered truthfully, accu- 
rately, briefly. Janet’s free and happy response was, “O.K. 
let’s with the rest the story.” have spent 
great deal time elaborating the facts might have caused 
real anxiety for parent and child. 

The groups parents and elementary school age chil- 
dren served this lesson come for this time together 
any the following combinations that they wish. The 
important thing that they must feel comfortable. have 
great many after school mother-daughter sections. Fath- 
er-son sections usually meet night. Mother-son combina- 
tions, especially where the son member the Cubs, 
are common. The entire family combinations (father, 
mother, the boys and girls) are fewer number than the 
other three. take them they find convenient ar- 
range for the groups. 

Because rapid development these years, prefer 
that the age span the children one group more 
than two three years. parents want bring older 
younger children, they may so. The groups come from 
P.T.A.’s, Child Study Clubs, Brownies, Girl Scouts, Cubs, 
Boy Scouts, Church groups including those from parochial 
schools. Neighborhood play groups have also requested 
the lesson. There are parents who have heard about what 
taught who are not associated with any organized class. 
Whenever can so, these singleton combinations are 
put together separate sections. would prefer not 
add them organized unit since the children seem 
profit most they know each other. matter fact, 
many parents are greatly relieved that children’s play- 
mates classmates hear the same story that the child- 
to-child sharing ideas starts from the same instruction. 

When arrangements for group are made and date 
assigned, the leader provided with copies printed 
letter given each parent. This letter, with details 
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about the class, explained meticulously the leader who 
often knows the children very well. The leader gives the 
instructor valuable and often intimate information about 
her group. The leaders tell about the need for special 
emphasis such for adopted children, parents who have 
retarded children, broken home situations. the letter 
read, parent needs doubt concerning the con- 
tent the material presented. Most groups come 
the Fund classroom where the Dickinson Models are dis- 
played. The room well lighted, the seats comfortable. 
part the identification and relating process, the children 
are provided with name tags. Thus the instructor can 
say: “Bill, the answer your question is...” The teacher 
tells few things about his family, the age his chil- 
dren, his work. turn asks few questions about 
younger brothers and sisters, “how many have birth- 


days this month?” (Art Linkletter can teach teachers some- 


thing about group dynamics! 

The lesson accurate, warm, gay, even humorous 
interpretation the “Whys” and the “Hows” the cre- 
ation new human life. The superb, but subtle humor 
which part Dickinson’s artistry the anatomically 
perfect models, provides happy chuckle from time 
time that enjoyed parents and children. Sex education 
has been desperately needing good humor. Dickinson pro- 
vides way use it. 

Since the groups represent all kinds religious back- 
grounds and none, have developed technique that 
stresses the wonder, the beauty, the mystery, and miracle 
life and which appeals parents. There great deal 
attention paid the different instructors the attitudes 
and feelings children and parents. While may vary 
from group group, our aim put much emphasis 

“The age the group determines the content. For and 
year old groups, little anything said about menstrua- 
tion. For 10, and year olds there clear descrip- 
tion what this normal development means the life 
the girls. believe that boys this age should also have 
understanding this normal function for mothers and 
sister. Mothers particularly like emphasis about the 
pubertal changes for their children: 


think this wonderful. wish could have had this 
experience when was growing up. Children should learn 
accept life matter fact instead all hush-hush. 
will tell when they are older.” 

“He could not get over the ‘wonder’ it!” 

“Speaking menstruation, our daughter said, ‘Well, 
now makes some sense—seemed like such waste be- 

“My daughter had little say, except that she liked 
being there.” 

“We both mothers and girls, left the room feeling 
proud women.” 


Expressions like these are the result simple, clear 
statements. Comparisons are frequent, analogies are drawn. 
All who teach use the scientific vocabulary. There 
are good words, neutral words, words without hangover 
connotations. course, the scientific words are trans- 
lated. The three and four letter words cannot, and should 
not, condemned. But can and leave the impres- 
sion “that there are better words when talk intelligently 
about sex and reproduction.” 

While almost all our staff men and women have taught 
this lesson, one particularly skillful nurse has been the in- 
structor for the greatest number classes during the last 
few years. Teaching this kind art; requires 
master teacher for greatest effectiveness. Practice means 
skill any art and does this specialized area. addi- 
tion having all relevant information, essential that 
the teacher parent-child groups relate easily both. 
Feeling tones acceptance and warmth must flow from 
teacher parents and children. sense timing and 
flair for the dramatic are great assets. Being able shift 
what one says and how one says according the ma- 
turity the children important. 

Because the role the male has been less clearly de- 
fined than was formerly and because there generally 
high percentage women teachers, believe man 
more desirable than woman instructor for the 
father-son groups. Boys, growing up, need identify 
with men who have well developed patterns social and 
sexual behavior. 

word caution may order regarding those who 
might feel highly motivated give this kind instruc- 
tion. Genuine maturity the teacher essential. Some 
might want teach satisfy their own unrecognized 
needs. Parents, not the children, would detect off-beat, 
over-concern about sex the part leader who not 
well adjusted; real harm could result for children, parents, 
the program. 

Because the amazing confidence that people our 
city and county have placed the Fund’s family life cycle 
program, have felt our responsibility and have been our 
most severe critics about why and what and how 
it. 

are quick acknowledge that this “lesson” but 
drop in-the-bucket child’s total experience about sex 
and information. Those who have seen give 
demonstration lessons different parts the country 
have told that they were impressed but wondered 
follow-up available for parents children who might 
give evidence emotional disturbance. follow 
through such cases with whatever needed. This may 
conferences with individual parents appointments 
with parents who bring children for more instruction. 
referrals the Child Guidance Clinic other agencies are 
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necessary, these are made. Ours hit-and-run activity. 
Remember, too, that this lesson followed Flint Junior 
High schools three-hour series Growth and Devel- 
opment for all 7th grade girls and 8th grade boys. Family 
Living Classes are provided for dozen county high 
schools 9th and 12th grades. These services provide ad- 
ditional opportunities for the advanced developmental 


have felt the lesson was important that they have taken 
time from their jobs bring their children. 

grandmother who announced that she did not believe 
telling children these things, but who was maneuvered 
into being the mother substitute, showed great deal 
interest and attention the interpretation progressed and 
thanked the teacher profusely for her granddaughter and 


are positive our belief that one reason for such 
universal acceptance this phase our work that al- 
most all staff members are constantly teaching expectant 
parent classes. The physical and emotional welfare 
mothers and babies our chief professional concern. The 
approach the Reproduction Education Lesson, “This 
what mother does for give our lives, our birth,” 
identified with maternal health. The life cycle approach 
the family with services provided one coordinated effort 
points new direction for education. 


stages adolescents. 

the question: “Is this the way sex education?,” 
would answer, one way that evidently meets real 
needs parents and children manner that helps them. 
believe there are distinct advantages group in- 
struction. more impersonal, more objective. our 
own daughter said her father sixteen years ago after 
being member girls’ group: like better have 
you tell this us, rather than have you explain me.” 

might interesting note that working mothers 


MAJOR POINTS ABOUT THE PARENT-CHILD 
REPRODUCTION EDUCATION LESSON 


WHO MAKES THE CLASSES? Boys and parent(s), girls and par- 
ent(s), boys, girls and parent(s). Different objectives are achieved with 
the mixed and divided groups. Family emphasis, shared experience with 
mixed groups; clearer understanding self and sex roles the divided 
groups. 


WHAT AGE RANGE? Any three-year span, first second grade through 
the sixth and seventh. not particularly the year 
old groups, but parents want the story for them, it—very simply. 


WHAT THE BEST SIZE GROUP? family units. 
WHAT TAUGHT? Basically, whatever the child wants know accord- 


ing his development, about his development, his birth, fathers’ and 
mothers’ contribution his creation, his changes from child adult. 
For example: About menstruation, ideally, shortly before the onset 
the menstrual cycle for the girl; the facts about and the implication the 
nocturnal emission before occurs for the boy. 


This not in-school activity for the most part. The time comes 
when, because social responsibility, the school ought specific sex 
education. This our opinion would not before the Junior High School 
age. Time such classes: After school usually, the evening. 


WHERE SHOULD SUCH CLASSES HELD? setting that gives 
dignity. like light, colorful, comfortable surroundings. Speaking 
light, definitely prefer the Dickinson Models (next the photographs 
the Models) slides movies. The latter, necessity, require dark- 
ened room. The movie objectionable because questions cannot asked 
until over. With the models, questions can and pop out all the time. 
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WHO TEACHES SUCH CLASSES? Men (teachers) women 
They must relate well parents and children. They must understand the 
developmental stages the children they instruct. They must have 
sound scientific knowledge the human reproductive systems, the 
processes ovulation, fertilization, implantation, fetal development and 
birth. They must have vocabulary that can interpret scientific terminol- 
ogy children can understand. They must able dramatize the facts 
and tell fascinating story, story, feel, awe, mystery, beauty. 


WHY TEACH THIS WAY? Relate reproduction and sex mother and 
father love and you have sound basis for recognized social, emotional, 
religious values. Begin helping the boy and girl understand his birth 
marvelous process and you can help him accept and appreciate the 
pubertal changes that will take him from childhood into mature happy 


manhood and womanhood. 


THE NAGGING PARENT* 


Washington State University 


Nagging phenomenon behavior the constella- 
tion family interactions has long been familiar 
all. However, research this behavior, dealing with 
causes, correlates, and possible consequences almost 
non-existent. 

The present study was undertaken attempt under- 
stand what factors the family situation, any, tend 
produce nagging; what factors tend appear with 
behavior. The following attitudes are general statements 
taken from other researchers the area parental 
discipline. 

The underlying bases for parent-child conflicts are 
usually dependent either opposition activity 
opposition attitudes. Sometimes these conflicts arise 
from disputes single complex values, such re- 
ligion, and grow until they color all value decisions the 
parent. Both parent and child strive maintain status 
and dignity. The child maintains status refusing 
acknowledge parental discipline; thus deprives the par- 
ent the status. The parent, the other hand, may main- 
tain status authority the form chastisement and 
physical 

larger study adolescence supported part 
from the College Committee Research Washington 
State University. 

Research Assistant and Director, Sociological Research Labora- 
tory, respectively. 

Meyer Nimkoff, “Parent-Child Intimacy,” Forces, (2, 
December, 1928), pp. 244-49. 


mother may feel hostility (usually repressed) toward 
her children who make demands her time and energy. 
this way the child directly interferes with her more 
dirctly individual needs and aspirations. The degree 
interference with the father commonly less, though 
sooner later instances are bound arise where his 
children constitute burden his progress enjoyment. 
Nagging seen here symptom the rejection the 
child. 

Great danger lies strong-willed, dominant, energetic 
parents who exert powerful influence over their children 
continual nagging and other means, insisting unduly 
the authority which they possess. They may cripple the 
initiative the Underprivileged children evaluate 
parental disciplinary methods being too strict while the 
average groups usually think their parents are too easy. 
Boys are more inclined report their parents being 
too strict than are girls. Fathers are considered too easy 
more often than mothers. Foreign born parents under- 
privileged children were found more strict than native 
born.* 

Nagging may part the behavior pattern the 
patriarchal family. would follow that patriarchal 
family family where one parent was rather self- 
sacrificing, that the mother (assuming that she the self- 


Flugel, Psychoanalytic Study the Family, London: 


Hogarth Press, 1939, pp. 158-64. 
Duvall, “Child-Parent Social Distance,” Sociology 
and Social Research, May-June, 1937), pp. 458-463. 
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sacrificing parent) would tend displace her unverbalized 
hostilities the children. 

has also been suggested that nagging the child 
used parents unconscious attempt resolve their 
own conflicts the marriage relationship. Family prob- 
lems and disagreements are close parents that may 
that they can not always verbalize their hostility which 
turn displaced the child. 

Personality and emotional conflicts within the family 
stemming from immature reactions may also play part 
the development nagging. Jealousy and hostility may 
aroused seeming parental favoritism and the like 
toward the child. Other feelings hostility toward the 
child which may culminate nagging stem from resent- 
ment, periodically felt, the child’s demands upon the 
time and energy the parent. Nagging then, would tend 
vary according the mood the parent the mo- 
ment. 

One the main factors the disciplining children, 
shown the work other investigators, that 
socio-economic level. Any number features could 
mentioned here which might tend cause greater degree 
nagging among the lower socio-economic levels. 
should mentioned, however, that some well-known re- 
searchers (Havighurst and Davis, for example) feel that 
nagging primarily middle class phenomenon. They 
feel that the need for exact conformity and superior per- 
formance leads the parents make greater demands 
their children than characteristic other social classes.* 

the present study, the following hypotheses were 
formulated guide and limit the study: (1) The nagging 
children the parents more frequent families 
which marital adjustment poor. (2) The amount 
nagging will greater authoritarian families. (3) Nag- 
ging will more prevalent middle-class families. (4) 
Nagging characteristic parents who reject their chil- 
dren. (5) Nagging more prevalent among nervous and 
excitable parents. (6) Nagging associated with adoles- 
cent pathologies such delinquent behavior and nervous 
symptoms. 

attempt was made define nagging for the respond- 
ents. Each was allowed employ his own definition. 
the writers, nagging means continuing attempt one 
person control direct the activities another re- 
questing, ordering forbidding behavior. may not 
followed the desired action. 

The data were collected supervised questionnaire 
the classroom situation. The respondents were 780 high 
school (9th through 12th grade) students three Wash- 
ington towns with populations between 10,000 and 30,000. 


Havighurst and Allison Davis, Father the Man, 
New York: Houghton-Mifflin, 1947. 
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This constituted per cent regular-interval sample 
these students. 


Findings 


Distribution Nagging. Nagging much more com- 
mon among mothers than among fathers. Girls are nagged 
more frequently than boys and older adolescents report 
more frequent nagging than younger children. This sug- 
gests tendency for parents substitute nagging for other 
types control the child grows older and corporal pun- 
ishment deprivation activities becomes difficult 
impossible. Mothers still have the responsibility for the 
disciplining children related minor offenses but often 
lack other means discipline. The more strict control 
maintained over girls may explain their more frequent 
complaints. 

Nagging shows strong tendency run families. 
the father nags, one may predict with good accuracy 
that the mother will nag also (The association, .86). 
This lends support the idea that nagging may 
family cultural trait—an approved and expected technique 
for controlling adolescents. Since the marital happiness 
husband and wife are closely inter-related, the idea that 
nagging is, part, product marital happiness also 
tenable. This finding that the nagging the two parents 
extremely closely related provides some evidence against 


the theory that primarily product individual ad- 
justment. 


Socio-Economic Differences. differences nagging 
were found between parents different socio-economic 
categories. This true whether the comparison made 
the occupation the husband, the education either 
parent, the self-rating the family income the 
adolescent. cannot, therefore, said that middle class 
parents nag their children more than other parents. 


Marital Adjustment. anticipated, relationship was 
found between the marital happiness parents and their 
proneness nagging. For example, fathers whose mar- 
riage was rated completely happy only per cent habitu- 
ally nag their children, but those whose marriages were 
rated unhappy, per cent habitually nag their children. 
The same generally true mothers; however, nagging 
much more widespread among mothers and less closely 
related their marital happiness. Some per cent 
mothers whose marriages are considered completely 
generally happy nag their children frequently. could 
say, therefore, that fathers whose marriages are happy 
are unlikely nag their children, but the same statement 
can hardly made for mothers. Some the latter who 
nag are happily married. 


Disposition Parents. Nagging was found related 
composite score computed from the items: loss temper, 
cheerfulness, moodiness, ease with which person becomes 
upset, scapegoating, difficulty pleasing the parent. This 
composite was found related the nagging both parents. 
The belief that nagging related personality problems 
receives some support. 


Authoritarian vs. Democratic Family Patterns. Since 
nagging often technique employed gain close con- 
formity, has been suggested that may stem part 
from authoritarian patterns family life. The data sup- 
port this position. Each response indicating close, restric- 
tive control and unquestioning obedience was found re- 
lated frequent nagging. The data were further analyzed 
determine whether dominating dominated par- 
ent which more likely nag. each case, was found 
that the dominating individual was more likely nag; 
that is, cases where the father dominates the mother, 
likely nag, when the mother dominates the father, 
she more likely nag. 

This idea that nagging attempt domination (al- 
though perhaps not always effective) was further checked 
comparing the disciplinary techniques nagging and 
non-nagging parents. These comparisons showed that nag- 
ging related frequent severe punishment. 


Rejection Parent and Nagging. The idea has been 
expressed that nagging symptom rejection the 
parent. The data show that nagging much more fre- 
quent rejecting indifferent parents; however, many 
rejecting parents seldom never nag. Conversely, some 
per cent mothers who fully accept their children al- 
ways usually nag when they become upset. inter- 
esting note that children who are nagged usually reject 
the parent. 


Nagging and Pathology. Data were analyzed deter- 
mine whether delinquent behavior and nervous symptoms 
were more frequent among children who were frequently 
The answer yes; the association significant 
but not great magnitude. part complex which 
probably has some pathological affect 


Non-Significant Analyses. differences the preva- 
lence nagging were found any measure socio-eco- 
nomic class, size family, marital status, geographical 
mobility, employment mother, church attendance, 


amount help mother receives with housework. 


Data relating nagging delinquent behavior presented 
book Ivan Nye, Family Relationships and Delinquent Be- 
havior, New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1958. See Chapter 
“Discipline, Punishment, and Delinquent Behavior.” 


Summary and Discussion 


summary, the following are found characteristic 
the nagging parent: 
The nagging parent more likely the mother 
than the father, and the child most likely 
older girl. 


one parent nags, the other likely so, also. 

The parent’s marriage likely somewhat un- 
satisfactory. 

The parent likely nervous, moody, and ex- 
citable. 

The parent likely employ authoritarian patterns 
discipline and decision-making. either parent 
dominates the other, the nagging parent likely 
the dominant one. 

The nagging parent likely reject indiffer- 

end his children. 


The children rejecting parents are slightly more 
likely than other children engage delinquent 
behavior and exhibit nervous symptoms. 


These findings suggest that there are probably several 
causes and correlates nagging. part situational 
since parents nag girls more than boys and older adoles- 
cents more than younger children. partly cultural 
that mothers nag more than fathers and fits into authori- 
tarian rather than democratic patterns. partly social 
that found that characteristic nervous, moody, 
and excitable people and indifferent and rejecting par- 
ents. find evidence support the idea that repre- 
sents the displaced hostility dominated self-sacrificing 
parents, since more characteristic dominating than 
dominated people. 

For the family life educator and counselor the present 
analyses may prove disturbing. Anyone who has simple, 
one-variable causal explanation nagging probably 
error. The multi-dimensions presented here may, however, 
provide clues some behavior which could not under- 
stood from one-dimensional theoretical positions. 

The present analysis way definitive. frag- 
ment larger study with the usual limitations such 
analyses. While does provide some substantive data 
area behavior where conjecture and untested deduc- 
tions have held sway, falls far short the knowledge 
should like have concerning nagging. were 
made the central concern research project, should 
possible throw considerable additional light 
disturbing and perhaps important type human inter- 
action. 


the family life coordinator 


| 


PREPARING FOR MARRIAGE THIS ATOMIC AGE* 


THOMAS 
University California Davis 


are understand the meaning marriage today, 
must first understand something how marriage has 
changed recent history. Marriage today expected 
meet individual needs and based upon the companion- 
ship husband and wife. This quite different from times 
past our own society when the purpose marriage was 
essentially economic one. Men and women married be- 
cause they needed each other maintain the economy 
the family. man could not run farm without wife, 
and wife had have husband work the land. They 
had produce most the necessities life themselves. 
today’s society, man can get along quite well without 
woman, and woman can live quite nicely without 
man. Each can get job and buy whatever needs with 
the money makes. 

But this only economic sense. emotional 
sense our needs are perhaps greater today than ever before. 
our uncertain age, the need for love and affection, se- 
curity, and recognition paramount importance each 
us. These needs can best met within marriage. This 
implies, course, that can marry someone who will 
fulfill these needs. also implies that will meet these 
needs the one marry. However, for either marriage 
partner this requires maturity. This maturity does 
not grow natural process the body grows. Instead 
comes from self-understanding one’s own feelings and 
emotions, acceptance self and others, and being 
able find one’s place society. satisfactory compan- 
ionship marriage also presumes wise selection mate, 
with whom one has good deal common. It’s plainly 
evident that this large order, and have any doubt 
it, have only look the divorce statistics and find 
that about one out every three marriages ends divorce. 

add that many those that not end divorce 
are not really happy marriages, realize that there are 
many factors standing the way successful companion- 
ship marriages. What are these factors that prevent 
from getting the thing desire much? 

the first place, have little training for male-female 


Address given the Eighth Annual Ashland Conference for 
Young Adults, Southern Oregon College, Ashland, Oregon, March 
25, 1959. 

Associate Professor. 
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companionship our second, there often lack 
self-understanding the part many us; third, 
many marry before are really ready for marriage. 
Let’s look each these some detail. Companionship, 
course, involves knowing the other and being able 
feel with the other. necessary condition love know- 
ing the loved one and wanting make oneself known 
the loved one; however, recent study, was found that 
women told less about themselves their boyfriends, and 
men told less about themselves their girl friends than 
they did companions their own sex. This study con- 
firms own findings study high school seniors. Es- 
sentially, found that there was great deal misunder- 
standing existing between the boys and the girls. Each was 
unable determine what the other was thinking. this 
study, out girls and out boys said that 
their biggest problem with the opposite sex was their in- 
ability understand them. 

illustrate this point, you might interested some 
the comments these students made. These are comments 
made the boys: one said, “Some the girls cheat me. 
They pretend they’re not home when phone, and other 
such things. don’t know whether fault what, 
but don’t like it.” Another said his biggest problem with 
the opposite sex was: “Trying figure out what can get 
away with different girls. girl may act sexy and when 
you want neck, run for the hills, vice-versa. all 
very confusing me.” Another boy summed say- 
“My biggest problem with the opposite sex that 
girls just don’t understand boys our age.” 

Some the girls made these comments: “To make them 
understand that when you say something, you mean it. 
Also, make them understand that girl has feelings 
which can hurt very easily. problem for girl 
figure out whether boy just giving her line not.” 
Another said, “They take you for granted, they boss you, 
they have little feeling for your feelings, and are only con- 
scious themselves. find very hard get along with 
them because don’t like being pushed around.” Another 
said, “They are inconsiderate, they expect too much, they 
want you all the way, and then they think you are 
awful you do.” And another said, “Knowing whether 


they really like me. can never tell whether boy likes 
not. lot boys with girls because they are fast and 
drink and smoke. not that kind girl, but have gone 
out with that type boy though don’t enjoy it. Most 
the boys like best and the ones who seem like are 
considered the squares the school. want popular, 
and want liked the popular boys, but haven’t 
knack for getting along with them, and wish could.” 
Another said, “Keeping fiance within moral limits 
dates and after parties when park. thinks since we’re 
engaged that should give him. Sometimes think 
so, too, but usually there argument. makes things 
strained between us, and everything else perfect.” 

read these comments because they point out clearly 
some the conflicts that exist between boys and girls 
this age. Essentially, seems though the girls feel the 
boys are out after all they can get, and the boys feel that 
the girls are trying hold out them. the dating and 
courting period, the time which should spent getting 
understand the opposite sex, learning about each other, 
learning how companions one another, instead 
spent conflict—each trying outguess the other. Each 
the sexes does find companionship, but their 
own sex groups where found. Boys share their experi- 
ences with boys, and girls share their experiences with 
girls. Dating and courtship, companionship marriage 
the final objective, should provide opportunities for the 
young person get know many different personali- 
ties possible that may discover which type per- 
sonality best suits him, and so, which person may get 
along best with marriage. Dating and courting our 
society the present time, make virtually impossible for 
this process take place until the engagement an- 
nounced. During dating and courting, one dare not reveal 
one’s real personality tell too much about oneself give 
too much oneself because this information may car- 
ried back the other age mates and told about and laughed 
about. Boys, particularly, are likely talk about their 
dates, and brag about their experiences the preceding 
night. Girls also discuss their dates. Since each sex knows 
this, hardly encourages one frank and earnest about 
oneself and reveal one’s real pessonality. More likely the 
person hides his real feelings and pretends something 
isn’t. 

Another factor preventing understanding between the 
boys and girls the emphasis placed upon sex differences 
our society. Boys are expected masculine, and 
girls are expected feminine, and they are brought 
from early childhood with these concepts. children, 
girls are expected play with dolls, and boys are expected 
play with soldiers. Later on, boys are expected play 
baseball, and girls things more characteristic 
women. have our stereotypes what their interests 


should adults. Boys are supposed more inter- 
ested science and mathematics. the girls who are 
interested music, literature and the arts. Any boy who 
shows more than casual interest things ordinarily con- 
sidered feminine may looked upon with raised eyebrows. 
Since men our society today are none too sure their 
masculinity, they must avoid any appearance being in- 
terested anything other than masculine pursuits. 
result, interest patterns boys and girls develop along 
different lines tending drive them apart rather than cre- 
ating the similar interests important companionship 
marriage. Because this difference conditioning, when 
they marry, the husband seeks out his companionship needs 
with his friends while his wife gets together her own 
group, where she finds common interests. All too often, 
they find little each other but sex and without compan- 
ionship, their interest this soon fades. 

The second factor that often stands the way 
satisfactory companionship marriage lack self-under- 
standing. happy marriage actually long time build- 
ing. matter fact, starts right from the time the 
child born. Actually, have fully successful marriage, 
there are certain developmental tasks that each needs 
perform various stages our life before ever 
come marriage. These stages are infancy and early child- 
hood, the middle childhood years, and adolescence. 
infancy and early childhood, it’s very important that 
learn sense trust, that is, ability feel that others 
like and accept us. This sense trust has come largely 
from our parents, feeling that they love and accept us. 
not develop this feeling trust, then most 
difficult for give ourselves and able trust and 
have sympathy and compassion for the one marry. 

also have learn what husband wife can 
be. This comes partly through identification with one’s 
mother and father. little girl wants marry her daddy, 
and later adolescence, it’s her daddy, uncon- 
scious level, that she looking for spouse. she never 
did develop good relationship with her father, she may 
feel insecure about men and feel uncomfortable when she 
with them. This course may interfere with her rela- 
tionship with any man she dates marries. The same thing 
true boys. the boy has poor relationship with his 
mother, this may very well carry over into all his feelings 
and attitudes toward women. 

middle childhood one must learn get along with 
one’s mates and begin establish moral standards and 
values that produce the inner controls will use guide 
himself throughout his life. the adolescent years, 
changes his body take place, it’s important that ac- 
cept these changes. cannot accept himself, will 
difficult for others accept him. 

Another important developmental task achieving emo- 
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tional independence parents. This difficult our so- 
ciety for two reasons: first, parents want hang 
their children. They are hesitant let them and stand 
their own two feet. Second, there hesitancy the part 
the young people themselves leave home. There se- 
curity being close one’s parents, physically and psy- 
chologically, and this difficult give up. 


Selecting and preparing for occupation another im- 
portant developmental task this period. This can hardly 
over-emphasized importance since good bit one’s 
life will spent the job. Success occupation con- 
tributes self-satisfaction and this pervades one’s whole 
life, including family life. the individual unsuccessful 
dissatisfied the job has chosen, this spreads over 
into his life with his wife and children. terms occupa- 
tion, the young man faces dilemma. must face two 
conflicting values: one the ever increasing desire for 
early marriage that will give him love and sex, and the 
other needs hopes will met. the other hand, there 
are the pressures for ever increased specialized training 
technical age. There are many young men who have 
agreed early marriage and given their occupa- 
tional training. Later they have regretted it. number 
such cases, have seen the men blame their wives for the 
fact that they were not able professionally they 
wanted. Some couples marry and the husband goes 
school while the wife works support the family. Many 
couples (those who have known each other well before 
marriage and are mature enough put with difficult 
situation for time) are able make success jt. Others 
find the strain too great and either give the schooling 
give the marriage. Some give both. these cases 
where necessary for the wife work, the arrival 
baby means the end education. know two young 
couples the last year that started out with the best in- 
tentions and all the latest contraceptive information— 
and had babies within year. 

Another developmental task adolescence develop- 
ing positive attitudes toward family life and having chil- 
dren. our society there are many blocks the way 
devcloping these positive attitudes. Some, have pointed 
out, are cultural nature, resulting from boy-girl con- 
flicts during adolescence and the lack understanding that 
develops during the dating and courtship period. Another 
source more serious nature since affects the basic 
personality the individual the early training the 
youngster. raised family where the mother and 
father not have close relationship, likely devel- 
negative attitude toward marriage which, unless 
recognized and faced, may turn have negative effects 
his own family life. Having and raising children re- 
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quires good bit emotional maturity the part both 
the husband and wife. Children require great deal 
giving oneself. Many sacrifices have made, and 
unless individual relatively emotionally mature, 
may resent giving his own desires for the sake his 
children. Strange may seem, jealousy may become 
problem. early marriage, there always tendency for 
the husband and wife each little concerned about 
holding the spouse. either little insecure and 
unsure will particularly sensitive anyone any- 
thing that interferes might interfere with the marriage 
relationship. Many become fearful that the child will 
preferred over themselves. 

The other factor that stands the way satisfactory 
companionship marriage marriage that takes place 
before the couple are really ready for marriage. have sug- 
gested earlier that because the sacrifices and the work 
involved making marriage success, each individual 
must give great deal himself; and young people, 
they marry too early, may not fully prepared make 
these sacrifices. Another disadvantage marrying too 
early age the fact that one may not have oppor- 
tunity meet and really know many boys girls the 
opposite sex order decide which type personality 
best suited them. our society are still pretty 
much imbued with the concept romantic love, that there 
one person who meant for us, and that once have 
met him, that’s all need worry about. From then 
life will rosy, and live happily ever after. This, 
unfortunately, not the case. The person who may appeal 
the most physically may the one with personality 
can least well get along with. However, because make 
much physical beauty our culture, this, unfortun- 
ately, given the greatest weight selecting mate. Be- 
cause young people have had little experience with love, 
there tendency feel that the first romantic involve- 
ment the only one they can possibly have. However, 
obviously silly feel that all the world there only 
one person best for us. Obviously, there are many with 
whom one can equally happy marriage. really 
need not fear that this one gets away there never will 
another. The other problems early marriage already 
mentioned have with the time needed grow away 
from parents and adequate time for proper job training. 

The objective this talk has not been tell you how 
riage work. Rather has been directed stimulating 
thought for constructive discussion for the rest the day. 
order that, have presented some the conflicts 
that young people face today social scientist sees them. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST FAMILY LIFE NEWS AND NOTES 


KIRKENDALL 
Oregon State College, Corvallis, Oregon 


Several out-of-region professional people have visited 
the Pacfic Northwest professional capacities since the 
last issue the family life coordinator. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Eckert the University Connecticut conducted one- 
day Marriage and Family Living Conference Eastern 
Montana College Education, Billings, Montana, June 
The program, devoted the development warm 
loving relationships the family, was attended over 
400 students, ministers, and social workers from the Bil- 
lings area. 

Oregon State College was host four visiting instruc- 
tors this summer. Mr. Lawrence Bee the University 
Kansas taught marriage and family relations courses; 
Miss Mary Elizabeth Keister, Head, Division Child De- 
velopment, University Tennessee, conducted “full 
house” workshop for nursery school teachers “Under- 
standing Nursery School Children”; Miss Tessie Agan, 
School Home Economics, Kansas State College, taught 
courses family housing; Mrs. Lucille Fee, Colorado 
State Supervisor Home Economics Education, con- 
ducted two-weeks workshop “Interpreting Homemak- 
ing Education” for fifteen home economics teachers. 

Mrs. Ruth Osborne, instructor family life courses 
Hinsdale High School, Hinsdale, Illinois, conducted 
workshop for family life teachers Eastern Washington 
College Education, Cheney. She also taught course 
marriage and another child development. 

The Department Family Life Education the Seattle 
Public Schools and the Association for Childbirth Educa- 
tion combined resources bring David Treat, Director 
the Clara Elizabeth Fund for Maternal Health, Flint, 
Michigan, Seattle for four days, June 10-13. The first 
two days were devoted family life workshop. Staff 
members the Department Family Life Education and 
leaders family life education, including Parent-Teacher 
chairmen, study group leaders, doctors, ministers, church 
school directors, social workers, guidance personnel, teach- 
ers, nurses, and other interested community members were 
enrolled. Participants the workshop discussed the prob- 
lems community organization for parent education, with 
Mr. Treat demonstrating many techniques and materials 
used the program Flint. 

“Husbands and wives, men and women, have widely 


different expectations each other marriage,” said Mr. 
Treat. growth which takes place every good mar- 
riage brings them closer together their expectations. 
Marriage becomes true union when they learn face 
reality together.” 

With pages from the Dickinson Birth Atlas, Mr. Treat 
gave demonstrations showing how information about preg- 
nancy, childbirth, and the cycle human growth could 
adapted any age group from children adults. 

June 11-13, Mr. Treat worked with childbirth educators 
their sixth annual conference. Considerable attention 
was given the father’s role pregnancy. The highlight 
the program was dinner meeting Friday, June 12. 
Here David Treat shared his experiences childbirth edu- 
cation Flint. emphasized the need for giving enough 
time for the program grow, and for obtaining objectives 
through education. felt doctors and obstetricians would 
work improve education this area they understood 
the need and value it. Pressure them would not pro- 
duce results. His “prescription” was: “Tell the people 
what good maternal care should be. They will seek it, and 
the doctors will give it. What needed bridge under- 
standing.” 


Professional people Josephine County and Grants 
Pass, Oregon, are actively work seeking organize 
family counseling program. Their approach similar 
that followed the Boise Valley Counseling Service, which 
described elsewhere the News Notes. One the lead- 
ers the Josephine County movement District Attorney 
Max McMillan Grants Pass. Mr. Harry Harmsworth, 
president-elect the Pacific Northwest Conference 
Family Relations and Professor Sociology the Univer- 
sity Idaho, reports the organization the Latah County 
Mental Health Association Moscow. This organization 
interested developing family counseling service. 


Miss Pauline Goodwin has taken position Assistant 
State Supervisor Home Economics the Division 
Vocational Education, State Department Education, 
Salem. She held similar position Idaho before coming 
Oregon. Prior that she completed work for her Mas- 
ter’s degree Washington State College. 
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Miss Mildred Deischer, who has been Assistant State 
Supervisor Home Economics Education the Division 
Vocational Education for number years, leaving 
that position September She will assume new 
position Head the Department Home Economics 
Willamette University. 


Roberta Frasier joined the staff Oregon State Col- 
lege June Family Life Specialist. With her appoint- 
ment, Oregon joins thirty other states the development 
Family Life program its agricultural extension pro- 
gram. Through the Family Life program, the Extension 
Division attempts help individuals and groups gain 
knowledge and develop the insight and skills needed 
build family life, and provide training effec- 
tive democratic leadership the future. Mrs. Frasier was 
formerly chairman the Department Child Develop- 
ment Washington State College and former presi- 
dent the Pacific Northwest Council Family Relations. 


The Board Directors the spring meeting the Pa- 
cific Northwest Council Family Relations decided the 
time had come extend the influence the organization. 
recognition the admission Alaska the 49th state 
the Union, the Board voted recognize member 
state the organization. the same time, the Board voted 
include two more Canadian provinces, Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, member provinces the Council. 


Katherine Read, Head, Department Family Life, 
Oregon State College, has been preparing the third edition 
her book, The Nursery School. The revised edition will 
out early 1960, and will published Saun- 
ders Co. 


The legislative ban interracial marriages Idaho 
was lifted the last session the legislature. bill was 
passed and signed Governor Robert Smylie which 
repealed the “anti-miscegenation” law which had been 
Idaho’s statute books. The legislature, however, retained 
prohibition against “all marriages between first cousins.” 


Edward Pope, Extension Specialist Child Develop- 
ment and Parent Education the Federal Extension Serv- 
ice, USDA, was Corvallis July 20th 25th. worked 
with Extension Service teams for three days, discussing 
leadership the community from the standpoint find- 
ing, training and keeping leaders. Two days were spent 
conference with Roberta Frasier, Family Life Specialist, 
thinking through the Family Life Education program 
for the State Oregon. 
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Dr. Arthur Glogau, Oregon College Education, Mon- 
mouth, has been promoted the position Director 
Student Affairs Oregon College Education. has 
served the Coordinator News-Note Editor for the past 
three years. 


The Boise Valley Marriage Counseling Service, Boise, 
Idaho, recently completed its first year service amid the 
acclaim Idaho professional workers. The service or- 
ganized that couple marital difficulty may request 
opportunity. couple, sit down with panel composed 
lawyer, doctor, minister, and business man. Prior 
this conference the couple has filled out questionnaire 
which gives general details their difficulty. the con- 
ference each party permitted talk freely, after which 
the panel members ask questions and finally make recom- 
mendation the couple. additional private discussions 
are needed, these are arranged for with appropriate profes- 
sional persons. 

June, 1959, 157 couples had asked for applications 
which would permit them use this service, and panels 
had been arranged. Twenty lawyers, nineteen doctors, four- 
teen ministers and nine businessmen have served panels. 
All services are volunteered and all necessary resources are 
donated. 

The moving spirit the formation the service was 
Rev. Karl Ladwig, pastor Lutheran 
Church and chairman the Community Services Commit- 
tee the Boise Ministerial Association. Mrs. Martz, 
ex-president the Ada County Mental Health Association, 
acts secretary the counseling service. She performs 
the function bringing the dissident couple and the panel 
together and sits the panel conference. 


Mrs. Marian Aikin, Assistant Professor Family Life, 
Oregon State College, was the summer faculty the 
School Home Economics, University British Colum- 
bia. Here she taught course child and family relations 
for British Columbia home economics and elementary 
teachers. After the seven-week summer session, she was 
joined her family for vacation trip southwestern 
Canada. 


Mr. Arthur Gravatt, Assistant Professor Sociology, 
Willamette University, will have year’s leave absence 
from his teaching duties during 1959-60. will resi- 
dence Oregon State College where will working 
Ph.D. degree family life. Mr. Gravatt’s classes 
Willamette will taught during his absence Mr. 
Wesley Topping, Professor Emeritus Sociology, Univer- 
sity British Columbia. 
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Mr. Theodore Jr., Department Sociology, 
University Oregon, has received grant from the Uni- 
versity’s Office Scientific and Scholarly Research for 
exploratory study decision-making the family. Mr. 
Johannis also taught seminars Family Life Education 
and the Sociology Leisure the Portland Summer 
Session. This program was sponsored the General Exten- 
sion Division the Oregon State System Higher 
Education. 


eight-week workshop for high school counselors was 
held the General Extension Division the State System 
Higher Education this summer. Under the direction 
Mr. Daniel Fullmer, the workshop met Madison High 
School Portland and enrolled selected counselors 
from the state Oregon and from New Mexico. The 
counselors attended fellowships granted through the 
Department Health, Education and Welfare under 
the National Defense Act. From time time during the 
sessions the enrollees evinced keen interest the subject 
high school marriages and the problems involved 
helping youth set sex standards. Two days were devoted 
formal discussion these aspects counseling. 


Miss Mary Frances Reed, who spent the winter and 
spring terms the staff the Department Family Life, 
School Home Economics, Oregon State College, has ac- 
cepted full professorship Northern 
DeKalb, Illinois. Here she will charge the nursery 
school, teach courses child development, and respon- 
sible for developing the field child development. 


Representatives from the Montana State Board Health, 
Eastern Montana College Education, Montana State Col- 
lege and the Extension Service, Montana University, North- 
ern Montana College Education, and the State Depart- 
ment Public Instruction formed new committee this 
year. The committee seeks determine what being done 
various professional groups family life education 
and offer assistance these groups. 

three-day workshop being considered for profes- 
sional leaders June August, 1960, Eastern Mon- 
tana College, Billings. Miss Frances Davidson the State 
Board Health committee chairman and Mr. Raymond 
Troyer, Eastern Montana College Education, Billings, 
workshop chairman. 


Lester Kirkendall, Professor Family Life, Oregon 
State College, has received extension his grant from 
the National Academy Sciences, National Research 
Council, Washington, D.C. This grant enable him 


bring conclusion his research the inter-relational 
aspects premarital intercourse. Mr. Kirkendall also con- 
ducted two workshops this summer. One was for high 
school family life teachers Central Washington College 
Education, Ellensburg, Washington. The other was for 
the teachers family life the high the Hay- 
ward Union District, Hayward, California. also pre- 
pared paper, entitled “Implications for Parent Education 
Research Premarital Sex Behavior,” for presenta- 
tion the Parent Education section, National Council 
Family Relations, Ames, 


The Burgress Award for the best family research 
published 1957 1958 has been made three re- 
searchers the National Council Family Relations. 
The award for the best research reported article 
length publication was awarded LeMasters for 
his article “Parenthood which appeared 
Marriage and Family Living (November, 1957). 

The award for the best monograph length research re- 
port went jointly Daniel Miller and Guy Swanson 
for their monograph, The Changing American Parent: 
Study the Detroit Area. The criteria employed the 
Committee were: technical competence, contribution 
theory, continuity with other work, centrality the family, 
contribution knowledge and importance families. 
The Award Committee was composed Orville Brim, Jr.. 
Reuben Hill, and Nelson Foote (chairman). 

The Burgess Award for 1959-60 will awarded for the 
best research design for family research. The Award will 
include financial remuneration 300 dollars. Informa- 
tion, including research outlines, may obtained from 
Charles Bowerman, the University North Carolina, 
chairman the Award Committee for 1959-60. 


Plans for the annual conference the Pacific Northwest 
Council Family Relations are under way. This year’s 
conference will deal with several vital, significant and con- 
troversial issues the field family life. Please send your 
suggestions concerning participants, sub-topics 
search papers the program chairman today. 

Topics Moral Dilemmas, Sexual Perplexities, and 

Teen-Age Marriages 


Dates—March 24, 25, 26, 1960 
Place—Sheraton Hotel, Portland, Oregon 


Keynote Speaker—Ernest Osborne, Professor Edu- 
cation, Teachers College, Columbia University 


Chairman, Program Avery, Direc- 
tor, Brown Trust, 220 S.W. Alder, Portland 
Oregon 
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